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UPDATE 

February 7, 2012 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP AT CHRIST CHURCH 

9:00 – Praise Celebration Worship with the new worship team. 

10:00 – FaithXpress, Soul Strength, youth Sunday school and AOL 

11:00 – Traditional Style Worship with Choir. 

Bring a Friend this week and share the Love and Grace of God! 

 

www.Christchurchamherst.org 

716-839-2460 

Dr. B.J.’s blog is www.drbjthoughts.blogspot.com 

 

 

Hi Everyone: 

 

Thank you for all the invitations to view the “Big Game” Sunday evening. I had so many invitations, I 

decided I should take the first one offered and had a great time. It was a good game and there were 

some amusing commercials to entertain us during the time outs. I am astounded at how big a deal the 

NFL championship has become. Annually it has one of the largest viewing audiences of any event or 

program on television. Most of us do what I did, that is to say we don’t sit and watch the game alone, 

we join others and make it a party. Hope you had a good time. I am discovering that most of life is 

better, more energizing, more amusing, more interesting when viewed and lived in community. I 

suspect that is part of Jesus agenda for creating the church. Alone we can probably function OK but 

when the hard times come (and come they will) who is in my life that I can count on. As they say on the 

street, who has your back. There was an interesting study done in Los Angeles about honor students 

who had joined street gangs. The conclusion of the study was challenging. Honor students joined street 

gangs because “life on the street is difficult and you need to know who has your back.” I believe that 

one function of Christian community is to remind us that no matter how hard life may seem or difficult 

life may get we belong to a family of faith who has our back and will stand with us, view life with us, 

engage life with us and face life’s challenges along side of us. It is good to have the family of faith at my 

back. Life is healthier and happier in community! 

 

Here is what is happening at Church: 

 

1. Sunday worship attendance was 161. We held strong on the lowest attendance Sunday of the year 

(nationwide). We hosted many guests this past Sunday and we making many new connections in our 

community. This past Sunday we managed to “digitally record” the message. Soon we will be loading the 

digital file on our web site and people who are away, at school or shut in at home will be able to listen to 

the sermon through their computers or MP3 players. 

 Thank you to the worship team and the communion servers. Thank you to all of our musicians! 

 



2. DID YOU SEE – the new Church sign was installed last Friday. It looks GREAT! We are exploring a new 

use for the old sign. 

 

3. This Sunday, February 12, I will be preaching from Romans 12. In Romans 12, St. Paul is describing 

what our new life in Christ looks like. This new life in Christ features spiritual gifts that God has poured 

into us for the building up of Christ’s body – the church.  

 This Sunday is BLANKET + SUNDAY – as part of our ministry with Church World Service. We will 

be receiving a special offering that will be used to purchase blankets, tents, food, and other emergency 

supplies in the wake of disasters locally, nationally and globally. Funds are also used to provide clean 

safe water, literacy training and other worthy causes. 

 

4. New Testament 2012 – I have just posted blogs for Romans 10 and 11 go to 

www.drbjthoughts.blogspot.com to join the discussion: This weeks’ reading: February 7 – Romans 11; 

February 8 – Romans 12; February 9 – Romans 13; February 10 – Romans 14; February 13 – Romans 15; 

February 14 – Romans 16. 

 

5. The Mid-Years+Ministry (MY+M) celebrates their 30th year with a luncheon this Sunday (February 12). 

Local Performance Artist, Denise Reichard, will be re-creating the life of Elizabeth Cady Stanton. 

Elizabeth Cady Stanton was an American abolitionist and a leading figure in the women’s rights 

movement. 

 

6. In our Prayers: the family and friends of Marjorie Warfel (funeral at Christ Church on 2/6); Pam Lopez 

(surgery on 2/8); Nicky Sebastiano; Sandy Cumming; Mary Emens; Barbara McCray; Erik Schmitz; 

Carmen Ticconi; Wendy Johnston; Drew Heitzenrater; Ed Maker; those looking for work; families in 

crisis. 

 

7. New Comer Orientation is February 13 from 6 to 8. Are you new to Christ Church? Would you like to 

learn more about us? Would you like to learn more about membership and becoming more deeply 

involved in the life and ministry of our community? Supper is provided: contact Rachel in the church 

office to reserve a spot: 839-2460. 

 

8.  Sunday, February 19 – the Senior High Youth are holding a Pancake breakfast fundraiser. They will 

be serving at 10:00 a.m. and again at Noon. Contact Tim Reed for details, to help or just come and eat 

pancakes. 

 

9. Meetings this week at Christ Church: 

 Tuesday, February 7 – Outreach team. 6:30 When Helping Hurts discussion; 7:00 meeting 

                 Trustees are meeting the finalists on the boilers at 7:00 

 Thursday, February 9 – Stewardship and Finance Team at 7:00 

 Friday, February 10 – All Staff meeting at 11:00 a.m. 

 

10. HANDS4NY – this Sunday, February 12 – bring in ready to eat CEREALS. All gifts of non perishable 

food items are welcome. 

 

11. Happy Birthday this week: 

 February 7 – Ellen Parker Lines; Emily Mugel; Kristin Scaringi 

 February 8 – Dorothy Brown (97!);  

 February 9 – Joshua Regan; Martha Shields; Kelly Webb 



 February 11 – Jayne Kremzier 

 February 12 – Beth Sweet 

 February 13 – Diane Lovejoy 

 February 14 – Peter Shanley; Olivia Smith 

 

12. Happy Anniversary this week: 

 February 14 – Gregg and Julie Jackson Janecek 

 

13. ASH WEDNESDAY – Wednesday, February 22 

 5:30 – light supper followed by Ash Wednesday observance. The imposition of ashes is an 

ancient (Old Testament) symbol of repentance. We receive the ashes as a reminder of our mortality and 

our commitment to believe and live into the gospel. 

 

14. WORLD DAY OF PRAYER – March 2 at 1:00 p.m. 

 Christ Church is hosting this year’s World Day of Prayer. The theme is “Let Justice Prevail”.  More 

information to follow. 

 

15. Mission News: 

                1. We have sponsored 14 orphans at Pastor Grace’s school in Kirimandagi. $100-110 sends a 

child to school for the year. If you are interested in sponsoring one of these children contact Rachel in 

the church office. All of our photographs have been taken. I am attempting to get more . . . 

                2. DVD’s of the Hope for Africa Children’s choir are available in the café on Sunday mornings. 

You may have one of the DVDs for a free will offering (you decide how much to give). Proceeds will be 

used for scholarships for our African friends. 

                3. Hands for New York – this week’s collection: ready to eat cereals (next week is Tuna and 

then peanut butter!) 

                4. UGANDA PROJECTS UPDATE: 

                                A.  Dr BJ will be travelling to Uganda to continue his work with the Nexus Seminary this 

fall (September 30-October 16). Is God calling you to journey with us? See me for more information. 

                                B.  I have three DVD’s from last year’s Uganda journey. I would be glad to lend them to 

you. 

                                                a. is me teaching a series of lectures on Palestine of Jesus time 

                                                b. is Kikyusa graduation 

                                                c. is the well project at Kirimandagi 

                                C. An UNUSUAL opportunity: as many of you may know I have written a book for my 

Ugandan friends. It is a biblical and theological primer that will be translated into Lugandan and will be 

published in English and Lugandan. My friend, Rev Davis Matovu has written an excellent commentary 

on the book of Revelation. It is my hope to be able to publish and distribute these books to our Nexus 

Seminary students for free. However, to publish and print 2000 copies of both volumes is going to cost 

between $5000 and $6000. I am looking for partners. . . . see me if you’d like to help. 

 5. HABITAT WOMEN BUILD – project meeting is Thursday February 16 at 7:00 at the North 

Presbyterian Church. Also, save March 23 at 6:00 in the main ballroom at Statler City – a Women Build 

Roof Raiser. See Marg Bauza or Peggy Bermudez for details. 

 

16. Parking spots on Sunday morning are filling up. If you are here both morning celebrations feel free to 

park in the parsonage driveway (we can probably fit 5 or 6 more cars over there!). 

 



Christ Church is beginning to move forward. Examples of this forward thrust can be seen in diverse 

projects like: Our new sign is now place; the installation of our new boilers is scheduled to begin in 

March; we are starting new groups (watch for one designed for parents with school age children and 

another for parents with pre-schoolers); we are discussing the future and setting goals; and, we are 

looking for ways to better connect with the wider community around us. These are healthy signs. I have 

noticed many new faces in the congregation lately. This is a healthy sign. I have noticed that many of 

you have been bringing friends (either back to church or to church for the first time). This is also a 

healthy sign. I have been greatly encouraged by the worship attendance numbers (we are running 

strongly ahead of last year – it helps that the weather has been so very cooperative this year!).  

 

We are beginning the season of Lent in two weeks (February 22 is Ash Wednesday). I am inviting the 

entire Christ Church family to hold our church, the mission of our church, and the wider community we 

serve in their prayers.  

 

Have a great week, 

 

BJ Norrix, lead servant, missionary, coach 

 


