
 

Weekly Update – February 1, 2016 
 
A Personal Word…From Jim Pollard 
 
Next Steps Toward the Future… 

  

Thus far in our planning process, four goals have been defined: 

· Grow in numbers – to look more like the community (demographically) 

· Offer opportunities: more voice in social justice issues – internal and external 

· Make multifaceted connections between denominations and religions for spiritual growth and 
know our community. 

· Become a community center for faith and service – making connections with our tenants. 

 

This Sunday, February 5th, at 10 am & Noon, a table for each goal will be set up in Crafts Hall. You are 
invited to go to the table for the goal(s) that interest you and offer your own ideas for strategies and 
steps the church could take to accomplish the goals. At each table, two members of the Planning 
Team will serve as a facilitator and a recorder.  

Start your idea lists now. Read the goals stated above. Pray about them. What ideas occur to you as to 
how the church could accomplish those goals?  This is “brainstorming.” Don’t limit your thinking. Your 
ideas may seem “crazy.”  Write them down; bring your ideas on February 5 and offer them!!  Bring 
your enthusiasm, your imagination, your “What if we ____?” ideas. Make it fun! Brainstorming is not 
a debate; it is a process to free up our thinking and dreaming. In theological language, it is opening 
ourselves to the Spirit of God to inspire us! 

The ideas will be compiled, and the Planning Team will continue to discern a potential strategic plan 
for the future life and ministry of the church. At a date still to be determined, drawing on our praying, 
thinking, ideas, dreaming, and planning, our consultant will return and lead us in a day-long retreat 
which will define a plan that will be reported to the church and then proposed to the Church Council 
for adoption.      In Christ’s Service – 

   Jim 

 
Daily Bible Reading – 2016         Shaping Our Life Experience  
      Excerpts from both the Old and New Testament are included each day. This is a great way 
to support your ongoing growth in faith and the Christ Church community as well. 
 
February 1: Exodus 27-28; Matthew 21:23-46 
February 2: Exodus 29-30; Matthew 22:1-22 
February 3: Exodus 31-33; Matthew 22:23-46 
February 4: Exodus 34-36; Matthew 23:1-22 



February 5: Exodus 37-38; Matthew 23:23-39 
February 6: Exodus 39-40; Matthew 24:1-22 
February 7: Leviticus 1-3; Matthew 24:23-51 
 
 

In Our Prayers 

Joy! – Thanks to our snow shovelers on Sunday morning, Brad Bermudez & Kevin Cetola. We 

appreciate your hard work keeping the walkways clear and safe! 

Keep in your prayers – Ron Corsaro –  in the hospital recovering from surgery; Millie Staley’s 

mother, Dolores, in the hospital in Rochester; the Pollard/Vogel Family following the recent 

death of Sally’s mother; the Scaringi family, following the death of Dennis’s cousin; Peter 

Shanley – broken elbow; Joyce Moser; Janet Hill; Richard Mestler; Al Tolsma-recovering from 

eye surgery; Rita Arnold; Carol Teresi; Patty Keller; Charles Terranova;  Joe & Carolyn Day; 

Elvira Gonzalez; Florence Stengel; Fred & Lynda Painton; Castellino family.  

Keep the church consultation process and planning team in your prayers as we move from goal 

setting to determining strategies for achieving our goals.  

Pray for the peaceful transition of power in the United States and peace among all nations. 

Pray for Chris Maliken, Lindsey Darling & Ian Johnson –   all serve in the US Navy  
 
 

This Week at Christ Church 
Church Office – Mon., Wed., Fri. – 9 am to 5 pm,    Tues. & Thurs. – 9am to Noon 

Wednesday, February 1 -   7:30 pm – Choir Rehearsal  

Thursday, February 2-                  6:30 pm – Praise Team Rehearsal 

     7 pm - Circle of Joy (Game Night) 

     7:30 pm Elizabeth Circle (Lancaster Opera House) 

Friday, February 3 -                      11 am – Books We Have Loved 

Sunday, February 5 -                    9 am – Casual Praise 

     10 am – FaithXpress –  Follow The Star

                                                        10 am – Goal Setting & Brainstorming 

11 am – Traditional Style Worship      

Noon – Goal Setting & Brainstorming 



Opportunities to Make A Difference 

Food Pantry –  
 

January 29 – Household Paper Products 
 
   All food items are always needed to help stock local food pantries. Paper products and 
toiletries are welcome anytime. Grocery carts are available in the church for your donations.  
 

 
The Café is a connecting place.     
   Sign up on the bulletin board in the Café to host some Sunday morning! Invite your family, 
friends, ministry team or group to join you!   Share in this Café ministry of hospitality and 
welcome. Donations are welcome in the Café for use on Sunday mornings – baked goods, half 
& half, OJ, fruit & cookies are useful! 
 
 

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   * 

 

Coming Soon…Mark your calendar 
 
Men’s Group 
All are invited for an evening of “Valentine Romance” at the BPO on Saturday, February 11 at 8 
p.m. A group will carpool from the church at 6:15 p.m. Please let Tom Nye (213-3642) know by 
February 5 if you’d like to make a reservation. 

 
Community Youth 
The Community Youth group will be meeting on Sunday, February 12 at 1 p.m. in Youth Hall to 
finish making their movie! All middle and high school youth are invited to come and bring a 
friend! 

 
Catch The Spirit – New Sight/New Vision 
Join friends from the UM churches of the Niagara Frontier District for a day of learning and 
growing in faith. A variety of workshops (full day & half day) on many topics from serving on 
ministry and mission teams to dealing with addiction, end of life decisions and even crafting 
ideas. Lunch and a time of worship are included. Information and registration forms are 
available in the Café and church office. 

                                         
 
 



 
*   *   *   *   *   *   * 

 
“The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green pastures...”  

–Psalm 23:1-2 
 
“Sheep do not lie down easily, and will not unless four conditions are met. Because they are 
timid they will not lie down if they are afraid. Because they are social animals they will not lie 
down if there is friction among the sheep. If flies or parasites trouble them they will not lie 
down. Finally, if sheep are anxious about food or hungry they will not lie down. Rest comes 
because the shepherd has dealt with fear, friction, flies, and famine."     

-Philip Keller, A Shepherd Looks at Psalm 23 
  


